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                               Fourth Grade Summer Reading Program 

                                            Bel Air Elementary- 2016 

      

The purpose of the PWCS Summer Reading Program is to encourage students to enjoy quality literature and to continue 
developing their independent reading skills. Student participation in the program is voluntary. Students who choose to 
participate in the program are required to complete a minimum of three books.  

Students in Fourth Grade who participate will complete a list of books read. The documentation is to include the name of 
the author, the title of the book, and a parent or guardian statement that the student has completed the reading.  

For Fourth Grade students who participate in Prince William County Public Library's Summer Reading Program, the 
Public Library documentation will apply. Students will receive an extra “A” (100) for each book completed, for a total of 
three. The summer reading documentation will be submitted by the student by the end of the first week of school. 

The following titles are suggestions for summer reading. Other books selected by the student with guidance from a 
parent/guardian and/or librarian may be used. Participation in the PWC Public Library Summer Reading Program and its 
documentation is also acceptable. 
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PWCS Fourth Grade Summer Reading Program 

Suggested Reading 

The following titles are suggestions for summer reading. Other books selected by the student with guidance from a parent/guardian 
and/or librarian are also acceptable. Participation in the PWC Public Library Summer Reading Program and its documentation are 
also acceptable.  

 

Titles with a ** in front of them are on the 2016-2017 Virginia Readers Choice list, a voluntary program in which Bel Air 
participates.  Titles on this list are from the Elementary (3-5) list.  Their reading levels and maturity levels vary.   
Please read the annotations to know if the book is appropriate for your child.  Bel Air students who participate need to 
read a minimum of 4 books on the VRC list in order to vote in April. 
 

 

Author Title 
Pub. 
Date 

Annotation 

Barnett, Mac and  

John, Jory  

** Terrible Two 2015 When master prankster Miles Murphy moves to sleepy Yawnee Valley, he 

challenges the local, mystery prankster in an epic battle of tricks but soon the 

two join forces to pull off the biggest prank ever seen. 

Clement, 

Andrew  

**  Map Trap 2014 Sixth-grader Alton Barnes loves maps, and when his portfolio of secret maps 

is stolen, he begins getting notes with orders that he must obey to get the 

maps back but, with the help of a popular classmate, he just might succeed 

before his teacher, principal, or someone else learns he has been studying 

and mapping things about them. 

Davies, Nicola  **  The Lion Who 

Stole My Arm 

2014 After Pedru loses his arm in a lion attack, he vows revenge on the lion that 

made him unable to become a great hunter like his father, but questions his 

resolve when he gets the opportunity to work with animal researchers. 

Davis, Kathryn  **  Mr. Ferris and His 

Wheel 

2014 Capturing an engineer's creative vision and mind for detail, this fully 

illustrated picture book biography sheds light on how the American inventor 

George Ferris defied gravity and seemingly impossible odds to invent the 

world's most iconic amusement park attraction, the Ferris wheel. 

Greenwald, 

Tommy  

** Jack Strong Takes a 

Stand 

2013 Tired of being forced to participate in sports and take extra lessons and 

tutoring to become well-rounded in anticipation of college, middle-schooler 

Jack Strong stages a sit-in on his couch until his parents ease up. 
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Holm, Jennifer  ** Fourteenth Goldfish 2014 Ellie's scientist grandfather has discovered a way to reverse aging, and 

consequently has turned into a teenager--which makes for complicated 

relationships when he moves in with Ellie and her mother, his daughter. 

Larson, Kirby  ** Dash 2016 When her family is forced into an internment camp, Mitsi Kashino is 

separated from her home, her classmates, and her beloved dog Dash; and as 

her family begins to come apart around her, Mitsi clings to her one 

connection to the outer world--the letters from the kindly neighbor who is 

caring for Dash. 

Nye, Naomi 

Shihah  

**  Turtle of Oman 2014 When Aref, a third-grader who lives in Muscat, Oman, refuses to pack his 

suitcase and prepare to move to Michigan, his mother asks for help from his 

grandfather, his Siddi, who takes Aref around the country, storing up 

memories he can carry with him to a new home. 

Perkins, Lynne 

Rae  

**  Nuts to You 2016 After surviving being carried off by a hawk, a young squirrel resolves to find 

his way home, as his best friends begin their search for him. 

Tavares, Matt  ** Growing Up Pedro 2015 The love between brothers is key to Matt Tavares's tale of Dominican pitcher 

Pedro Martínez, from his days of throwing rocks at mangoes to his years as a 

major-league star. 

Alexander, 

Kwame 
The Crossover 2014 

Fourteen-year-old twin basketball stars Josh and Jordan wrestle with highs 

and lows on and off the court as their father ignores his declining health. 

Anderson, M.T. Whales on stilts 2010 

Racing against the clock, shy middle-school student Lily and her best 

friends, Katie and Jasper, must foil the plot of her father's conniving boss to 

conquer the world using an army of whales. 

Birdsall, Jeanne 

The Penderwicks : a 

summer tale of four 

sisters, two rabbits, and 

a very interesting boy 

2005 

While vacationing with their widowed father in the Berkshire Mountains, 

four lovable sisters, ages four through twelve, share adventures with a local 

boy, much to the dismay of his snobbish mother. 

Blume, Judy Superfudge 2002 
Peter describes the highs and lows of life with his younger brother, Fudge. 

 

Bunting, Eve Summer of Riley 2002 

Shortly after he gets the perfect dog, Riley, eleven-year-old William must 

fight for his dog's life after Riley is taken away because he chases and injures 

an elderly neighbor's old horse. 

Butler, Amy Virginia bound 2003 

Thirteen-year-old orphaned beggar Rob Brackett is kidnapped from the 

streets of London and taken to the New World for a cruel tobacco farmer 

master, who also owns a Pamunkey Native American girl. 
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Cleary, Beverly Muggie Maggie 1990 

Maggie resists learning cursive writing in the third grade, until she discovers 

that knowing how to read and write cursive promises to open up an entirely 

new world of knowledge for her. 

 

Clements, 

Andrew 
Frindle 1996 

When he decides to turn his fifth-grade teacher's love of the dictionary 

around on her, clever Nick Allen invents a new word and begins a chain of 

events that quickly moves beyond his control. 

Clements, 

Andrew 
Lemonade War 2007 

Evan and his younger sister, Jesse, react very differently to the news that 

they will be in the same class for fourth grade and as the end of summer 

approaches, they battle it out through lemonade stands, each trying to be the 

first to earn 100 dollars. 

 

Coman, Carolyn 

 
The Big House 2004 

When Ivy and Ray's parents are sent to jail, and left in the custody of their 

parent's accusers, they decide to look for evidence that will "spring" their 

parents. 

Farmer, Nancy The Sea of Trolls 2004 

 After Jack becomes apprenticed to a Druid bard, he and his little sister Lucy 

are captured by Viking Berserkers and taken to the home of King Ivar the 

Boneless and his half-troll queen, leading Jack to undertake a vital quest to 

Jotunheim, home of the trolls. 

 

Fritz, Jean 
George Washington's 

breakfast 
1998 

Having the same name and birthday as George Washington, a young boy 

wants everything else in his life just as Washington had it, but he cannot find 

out what Washington ate for breakfast. 

 

Fritz, Jean 
The double life of 

Pocahontas 
1983 

A biography of the famous American Indian princess, emphasizing her life-

long adulation of John Smith and the roles she played in two very different 

cultures. 

 

Fritz, Jean 
The Lost colony of 

Roanoke 
2004 

Describes the English colony of Roanoke, which was founded in 1585, and 

discusses the mystery of its disappearance. 

Fritz, Jean 

Who's saying what in 

Jamestown, Thomas 

Savage? 

2010 

A biography of Thomas Savage, one of the early colonists of Jamestown, 

Virginia, who was sent to live among the Native Americans in order to learn 

their language and become an interpreter. 
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Gutman, Dan My Weird School 

Series 

 Really wacky school stories about reluctant learner, A. J. and his friends! 

Haddix, 

Margaret 

Peterson 

Say What? 2004 

When their parents begin saying the wrong thing every time six-year-old 

Sukey and her older brothers misbehave, the children discover that it is a plot 

and fight back with their own wrong phrases. 

 

Hahn, Mary 

Downing 
All the lovely bad ones 2008 

"Sandpiper." Travis and his sister Corey decide to boost business at their 

grandmother's Vermont inn by staging a few "hauntings" that soon draw 

tourists from across the country, but when their antics awaken a dark force, 

they must find a way to put to rest the ghosts they have disturbed. 

Howe, Deborah 

& James 
Bunnicula 2006 

Though scoffed at by Harold the dog, Chester the cat tries to warn his human 

family that their foundling baby bunny must be a vampire. 

 

Ibbotson, Eva The Star of Kazan 2004 

 Annika, a twelve-year-old foundling in late nineteenth-century Vienna, 

inherits a trunk of costume jewelry, and soon afterwards a woman claiming 

to be her aristocratic mother arrives and takes her to live in a strangely 

decrepit mansion in Germany. 

Lee, Jenny Elvis and the underdogs 2013 

All his life Benji, now ten, has been sickly and he has long been targeted by 

the school bully, but after a seizure Benji gets a therapy dog that is not only 

big enough to protect him, it can also talk. 

Osbourne, Mary 

Pope 

Revolutionary War on 

Wednesday- Magic 

Tree house 

2000 

Using their magic tree house, Jack and Annie travel back to the time of the 

American Revolution and help General George Washington during his 

famous crossing of the Delaware River. 

Park, Linda Sue Project Mulberry 2005 

Julia, a Korean-American, and her friend Patrick learn about tolerance, 

friendship, and patience while working together on a project about 

silkworms. 

Polacco, Patrica Babushka Baba Yaga 1993 
The villagers are afraid of her, so the legendary Baba Yaga disguises herself 

as an old woman in order to know the joys of being a grandmother. 

Polacco, Patricia 

Aunt Chip and the 

Great Triple Creek dam 

affair 

1996 
 Aunt Chip saves the town of Triple Creek, where everyone has forgotten 

how to read because of the invasion of television. 

Polacco, Patricia Luba and the wren 2002 

In this variation on the story of "The Fisherman and His Wife," a young 

Ukrainian girl must repeatedly return to the wren she has rescued to relay her 

parents' increasingly greedy demands. 
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Polacco, Patricia Mr. Lincoln's way 2001 

When Mr. Lincoln, "the coolest principal in the whole world," discovers that 

Eugene, the school bully, knows a lot about birds, he uses this interest to 

help Eugene overcome his intolerance. 

Polacco, Patricia Pink and Say 1994 
Chronicles the friendship of Pink, a fifteen-year-old African-American 

Union soldier, and Say, his poor white comrade. 

Polacco, Patricia Thank you, Mr. Falker 1998 

At first, Trisha loves school, but her difficulty learning to read makes her 

feel dumb, until, in the fifth grade, a new teacher helps her understand and 

overcome her problem. 

Polacco, Patricia 
When lightning comes 

in a jar 
2002 

 A young girl describes the family reunion at her grandmother's house, from 

the food and baseball and photos to the flickering fireflies on the lawn. 

Pullman, Philip 
The scarecrow and his 

servant 
2005 

 A scarecrow and his boy servant, Jack, set off on a dangerous adventure as 

they try to outwit the crooked Buffaloni family and stake their claim to 

valuable Spring Valley. 

Ryan, Pam 

Munoz 
Mice and Beans 2001 

 Text mainly in English with some Spanish. In this rhythmic cumulative tale 

Rosa Maria spends the week getting ready for her granddaughter's birthday 

party and trying to avoid attracting mice--unaware that the mice in her walls 

are preparing for a party of their own. 

Sachar, Louis 
Sideways stories from 

Wayside high 
1998 

Humorous episodes from the classroom on the thirtieth floor of Wayside 

School, which was accidentally built sideways with one classroom on each 

story. 

San Souci, 

Robert 
The Talking Eggs 1989 

A Southern folktale in which kind Blanche, following the instructions of an 

old witch, gains riches, while her greedy sister makes fun of the old woman. 

Smith, Lane 
John, Paul, George & 

Ben 
2006 

A humorous look at the early lives of five founding fathers of the United 

States, including George Washington, John Hancock, Paul Revere, Ben 

Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson. 

Vande Velde, 

Vivian 
Three good deeds 2005 

 Caught stealing some goose eggs from a witch, Howard is cursed for his 

heartlessness and turned into a goose himself, and he can only become 

human again by performing three good deeds. 

Wallace, Barbara 

Brooks 
The Twin in the Tavern 2006 

A young orphan, afraid of being sent to the workhouse, finds himself at the 

mercy of the unsavory owner of a tavern in Alexandria, Virginia, while he 

tries to solve the mystery surrounding his past and a missing twin. 

Weatherford, 

Carole Boston 

Freedom on the menu : 

the Greensboro sit-ins 
2005 

The 1960 civil rights sit-ins at the Woolworth's lunch counter in Greensboro, 

North Carolina, are seen through the eyes of a young Southern black girl. 
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Prince William County Public 
Schools 

Summer Reading 2016 
Documentation Grade 4 

 
 

Students in Grade 4 will receive an “A” (100) for each book completed, for a total of 
three. Please include the name of the author, the title of the book, and a parent or 
guardian signature stating that the student has completed the reading.   
 
 

Book Title Author 

1.   

2.  

3.  

 
My student has read the above list of books. 
 
 
 

 

Parent or Guardian signature 
 

 

**Please note students may also participate in the Prince William County Public Library 
Summer Quest Program, and the Public Library documentation will apply.    
 
 
 

Student’s Name Classroom Teacher 

 
 


